Aboriginal Language in your Classroom
A Guide for Educators

Shaun Davies

2023

Southy Bast Quaanstand Indizonous Language Cantre



Table of Contents

TANK YOUL ..ttt ettt e ettt e ettt e e ettt e e e et e eeeatan e esatnaeeastnaerstanaaeestaaaereranaaes 3
Language Learning in GENEIal.......cuu i iiiiii i e e e e e e e et e e e et e e e e et e e e st s 5
LEVEIS OF LANGUAEE ...ttt ettt et e e e et et e e e e e e ettt ettt et et e et eete e et et eeee bt abbb bbbt 6
Conversational Proficiency over Grammar Lessons: The Modern Way........ccoeeeeevevvviiiiineeeeeevvnnnnnn. 7
Embedded Perspectives, a Full Language Program, or Both? ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, 8
SChedUIING the TIME. ..ot e e ettt e e e e e e e et ae e e e e e e e aa e e eeaeeeeeees 10
Spaced Repetition SEQUENCING (SRS) .uuuiiiiiiiieiiiiieee ettt e e e e et e e e e e eeebr e e e eeeeeeens 12
The South East Queensland Indigenous Language Centre........oovvvviiviieiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiieieieiiieieaiieieeaeeees 14
INAIZENOUS LANGUAEE CBNEIES covunieiiiiie e ettt et e ettt e e et tee e e et e e e e tt e e e s tbeeesataeeeettaaeaassanns 14
LaNGUAEES & RESOUITES . uuuiiiiiiiiieeiiii e e et e et e e e et e e e et e e e s et e e et aeeeeeabeeeeabaeeeseba e eeetbneeaaranas 15
Language Word ACtIVAtioNs............eiiiiii i e e e e e et e e e e e e raa s 16
Maths and Aboriginal Languages: AN EXamPle........ccoivviiiiiiiiiii e 17
English and Aboriginal Languages: AN INSIGNT.........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiee e eeeans 17
Social Sciences and Aboriginal Languages: The Importance to All...........ooeeieiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 19
Science and Aboriginal Language: The CONNECHION .......iiiiiiiii i e e e 20




Thank you!

On behalf of the Southeast Queensland Indigenous Language Centre, we would
like to extend our heartfelt congratulations and appreciation to you and your
fellow educators for your momentous decision to embed and teach Aboriginal
language in your classroom. Your commitment to incorporating Indigenous
languages into the curriculum is truly commendable and marks a significant
milestone in promoting cultural diversity and inclusivity within the school
environment.

By choosing to introduce Aboriginal language in your classroom, you are taking
an important step towards fostering a deeper understanding and respect for
Indigenous cultures and languages. This decision not only enriches the
educational experience of your students but also contributes to the broader
efforts of reconciliation and recognition of Australia's First Nations peoples.

Your dedication to embedding Aboriginal language within the curriculum
showcases a genuine commitment to honouring and valuing the languages and
traditions of Indigenous communities. By providing your students with the
opportunity to learn and engage with Aboriginal language, you are empowering
them to develop a stronger connection with the cultural heritage of Australia's
First Nations peoples.

We commend yourinnovative and thoughtful approach to integrating Aboriginal
language learning into your everyday teaching practices. Your willingness to
explore creative teaching strategies and incorporate authentic resources and

materials will undoubtedly create a dynamic and engaging learning environment

foryour students.

Furthermore, your decision to embed Aboriginal language in the classroom
demonstrates your leadership and vision as educators. By actively embracing
linguistic diversity and creating inclusive spaces, you are setting an inspiring
example for your colleagues, students, and the wider community. Your efforts will
undoubtedly have a positive and lasting impact on the educational experiences
and perspectives of your students.

We extend our warmest congratulations and deepest appreciation to you and
your fellow educators for your decision to embed and teach Aboriginal language
in your classroom. Your dedication and commitment are instrumental in fostering




cultural understanding, promoting reconciliation, and celebrating the linguistic
heritage of Indigenous communities.

Should you require any support, resources, or assistance along this journey, please
do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are here to support and celebrate your
ongoing efforts in promoting Aboriginal language education and creating
inclusive learning environments.

Once again, congratulations on this remarkable milestone, and we wish you
continued success as you embark on this important and rewarding endeavour.

With utmost admiration,
Roty © Connos

Southeast Queensland Indigenous Language Centre




Language Learning in General

As an educator, it's important to guide your students through their language learning journey in a
classroom setting. You play a crucial role in helping them set realistic goals, milestones, and
expectations. Here are some points to consider when supporting your students:

1. Encourage goal setting: Engage yourstudentsin discussions about what they hope to achieve
with their language learning. Help them identify their motivations, whether it's for personal
interest, academic success, or future career opportunities. By understanding their goals, you
can tailor your teaching strategies to meet their individual needs.

2. Foster realistic expectations: It's essential to help your students develop realistic expectations
about their language learning progress. Emphasize that language acquisition takes time and
effort. Encourage them to focus on incremental improvements rather than immediate
fluency. By managing their expectations, students are more likely to stay motivated and
engaged throughout the learning process.

3. Break downgoals and milestones: Assist your students
in breaking down their language learning journey into
smaller, achievable goals and milestones. Help them
set specific targets for vocabulary acquisition, grammar
comprehension, speaking fluency, and reading
proficiency. By focusing on measurable milestones,
students can track their progress and fe el a sense of
accomplishment along the way.

4. Promote consistency and practice: Emphasize the
importance of regular practice both inside and outside
the classroom. Encourage your students to attend
classes consistently, actively participate, and engage in
independent study. Providethem with resources, such as language apps, online platforms, or
recommended reading materials, to facilitate additional practice opportunities.

5. Embrace mistakes as learning opportunities: Create a supportive and non-judgmental
classroom environment where students feel comfortable making mistakes. Encourage them
to take risks, communicate in the target language, and learn from their errors. Teach them to
view mistakes as valuable steppingstones towards improvement and growth.

6. Integrate culturalimmersion: Introduce cultural elements alongside language instruction to
provide a holistic learning experience. Expose your students to authentic resources, such as
literature, music, films, and cultural events. Encourage them to engage with native speakers,
either through classroom activities or language exchange programs, to develop a deeper
understanding of the language's cultural context.

By guiding your students through these principles, you can supporttheir language
learning journey effectively. Celebrate their achievements, provide constructive
feedback, and maintain a positive and encouraging classroom atmosphere.
Remember, as an educator, you play a vital role in inspiring and empowering your
students to become confident and proficient language learners.

————————————
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Levels of Language

A student will be studying a language for quite a while, you
might not be the educator teaching them throughout that
entire time, so it is important to figure out where, in your
time with the student, you can realistically take their
language level.

The 5 levels of language fluency, from beginner to fluent,
can be described as follows:

1.

Beginner: At the beginner level, individuals have a
basic understanding of the language and can communicate using simple, commonly used
phrases andvocabulary. They are able to handle basic greetings, introductions, and everyday
conversational elements in familiar contexts.

Basic: In the basic level, learners have a broader range of vocabulary and can express
themselves with more complexity. They can participate in discussions on familiar topics,
describe experiences, and understand simple written texts. While there may be some errors
and limitations in their communication, they can generally convey their thoughts and
understand simple messages.

Intermediate: Atthe intermediate level, learners have agood command of the language and
can engage in more detailed conversations. They can express opinions, discuss awider range
of topics, and understand more complex written and spoken texts. Although there may still
be occasional errors and limitations, they can communicate effectively in most everyday
situations.

Advanced: In the advanced level, individuals have a high level of fluency and can
communicate confidently and accurately on a wide range of topics. They can understand
complex texts, participate in discussions and debates, and express themselves with nuance
and precision. Advanced learners have a broad vocabulary and can adapt their language use
to different contexts and registers.

Fluent: Fluency represents the highest level of language proficiency. Fluent speakers can
express themselves effortlessly and naturally, similar to native speakers. They have a deep
understanding of the language, can handle complex linguistic structures, and possess awide -
ranging vocabulary. Fluent speakers can engage in sophisticated conversations, understand
nuanced cultural references, and use the language effectively in professional and academic
settings.

It'simportantto note that language fluency is a continuum, and individuals may
transition between these levels depending on their exposure, practice, and
ongoing learning. The progression from one level to another requires consistent
effort, immersion, and continued engagement with the language.




Conversational Proficiency over Grammar Lessons: The Modern Way

Conversational proficiency plays a crucial role in language learning as it focuses on practical
communication skills and the ability to engage in meaningful conversations. Here are the key
reasons why conversational proficiency is essential:

1.

Real-Life Application: Conversational proficiency emphasizes the practical use of language in
real-life situations. It enables learners to communicate effectively with native speakers,
understand colloquial expressions, and navigate everyday conversations. This approach
prepares learners to engage with the language authentically and apply their knowledge in
practical scenarios.

Cultural Understanding: Conversational proficiency promotes cultural understanding and
sensitivity. Language is deeply intertwined with culture, and through conversations, learners
gain insights into the customs, traditions, and perspectives of the language community. This
understanding allows for more meaningful interactions and fosters a deeper appreciation of
the language and its cultural context.

Contextual Learning: Conversations provide
learners with rich contextual information that
aids comprehension and retention. By
engaging in authentic conversations, learners
encounter language in meaningful contexts,
which helps them grasp nuances, idiomatic
expressions, and cultural references that may
not be explicitly taught through grammar rules
alone. This contextual learning enhances
overall language proficiency.

Fluency and Confidence: Developing
conversational proficiency enhances fluency

and builds confidence in using the language.
Fluency is not solely dependent on i
grammatical accuracy but also on the ability to express oneself naturally and spontaneously.
Regular practice in conversations allows learners to improve their speaking skills, develop
better pronunciation, and become more comfortable in expressing their thoughts and ideas.

In contrast, a focus solely on drilling grammar rules can lead to a limited understanding of the
language. While grammar is important for structure and accuracy, relying solely on grammar drills
may hinder communication skills. Here are some differences between the two approaches:

1.

Purpose: Conversational proficiency aims to develop practical communication skills, while
grammar drilling focuses on understanding and applying grammatical rules.

Authenticity: Conversational proficiency emphasizes authentic language use and real-life
communication, whereas grammar drilling often involves isolated grammar exercises and
rule-based learning.

Contextual Understanding: Conversational proficiency promotes comprehension within real-
world contexts, while grammar drilling may not provide the same level of exposure to varied
language contexts.




4. Llanguage Production: Conversational proficiency emphasizes active language production,
allowing learners to practice expressing themselves, whereas grammar drilling may primarily
focus on comprehension and accuracy.

Conversational proficiency prioritizes meaningful interactions, cultural
understanding, and practical communication skills. While grammar rules are
important, a balanced approach that incorporates both grammar and
conversational practice is key to achieving well-rounded language proficiency.

Embedded Perspectives, a Full Language Program, or Both?

A complete language curriculum refers to a comprehensive
and dedicated program designed specifically for the
systematic learning and development of a particular
language. It focuses on all aspects of language acquisition,
including vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, reading,
writing, listening, and speaking skills. A complete language
curriculum is typically structured and sequenced to ensure
a progressive and well-rounded language learning
experience.

On the other hand, embedding a language into other
subjects involves integrating language learning within the
context of other academic disciplines. Rather than having a
standalone language course, language instruction is
interwoven into subject areas like science, history, or
literature. This approach aims to create meaningful
connections between language skills and content knowledge.

Here are some key differences between a complete language curriculum and embedding a language
into other subjects:

1. Scope and Depth: A complete language curriculum offers a comprehensive scope of language
learning, covering all language skills and focusing on developing proficiency in the target
language. It provides in-depth instruction, systematic progression, and explicit teaching of
language components. Embedding alanguageinto othersubjects, on the other hand, focuses
on integrating language practice within specific subject contexts and may not provide the
same level of depth or comprehensive language instruction.

2. Time Allocation: A complete language curriculum typically dedicates specific class time to
language learning, allowing forregular and concentrated language practice and instruction. In
contrast, embedding a language into other subjects requires sharing class time with content-
specific instruction, potentially limiting the amount of time available for dedicated language
learning activities.

3. Language Learning Goals: A complete language curriculum sets explicit language learning
goals aligned with proficiency levels or standardized frameworks. It focuses on achieving
language-specific outcomes, such as vocabulary acquisition, grammar mastery, or
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communicative competence. Embedding a language into other subjects may prioritize
content-related objectives while incorporating language skills as a means of achieving those
goals.

Language Instruction Techniques: A complete language curriculum employs various
pedagogical approaches, instructional strategies, and assessment methods specific to
language learning. It may include explicit grammar instruction, communicative activities,
language drills, and authentic language use. Embedding a language into other subjects often
utilizes more incidental or implicit language instruction techniques, where language learning
occurs naturally as students engage with content-related tasks and activities.

Integration with Subject Areas: Embedding a language into other subjects promotes
interdisciplinary learning, fostering connections between language skills and other content
areas. Itallows studentsto apply language skills in authentic contexts while acquiring subject-
specific knowledge. In a complete language curriculum, the focus is primarily on language
acquisition, although connections to real-world contexts may be made through culturally
relevant content or authentic materials.

Both approaches have their advantages

and can be complementary. A complete
language curriculum provides a structured
andfocused language learning experience,
while embedding a language into other
subjects facilitates the integration of

language skills into broader academic
contexts. The choice between the two
depends on the specific goals, resources,
and educational context of the language
program.

In language education, it is possible to
combine both embedding a language into
other subjects and having a complete
language curriculum. This approach allows
for a more comprehensive and integrated
language learning experience. Here's how
it can be achieved:

1. Embedding Language in Other
Subjects: Incorporate language learning activities and tasks within various subject areas. For
example, in a science class, students can learn scientific vocabulary, read and analyse
scientific texts, and engage in discussions or presentations in the target language. Similarly, in
a history class, students can explore historical events using the target language, conduct
research, and write reports. By integrating language practice into different subjects, students
have opportunities to apply their language skills in authentic and meaningful contexts.

Dedicated Language Instruction: Provide dedicated language instruction that focuses on the
specific language skills and components necessary for proficiency. This includes explicit
grammar instruction, vocabulary development, pronunciation practice, and guided speaking
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activities. A complete language curriculum should cover all language skills —reading, writing,
listening, and speaking—and address language functions, grammar structures, and cultural
aspects.

Structured Progression: Ensure a structured progression of language learning by defining
clear learning objectives and outlining a curriculum that guides students through different
proficiency levels. A complete language curriculum should have a logical sequence of lessons
and activities that build upon previous knowledge and skills. This allows students to develop
language proficiency systematically.

Language Assessment: Implement appropriate language assessments to gauge students'
progress and proficiency. Assessments should align with the language learning objectives and
provide meaningful feedback to students. Both formative assessments, such as classroom
observations, quizzes, and assignments, and summative assessments, like tests or projects,
can be used to evaluate language proficiency.

Integration of Culture: Emphasize the integration of cultural elements alongside language
instruction. Teach students about the cultural context of the language they are learning,
including customes, traditions, literature, art, and history. Incorporate authentic materials,
such as videos, music, and literature, to expose students to the richness of the target
language's culture.

By combining the embedding of language into other subjects and having a
complete language curriculum, students benefit from the advantages of
interdisciplinary learning while also receiving focused and systematic language
instruction. This approach provides students with opportunities to apply language
skills across different subjects while ensuring the development of overall language
proficiency and cultural competence. It promotes a holistic and well-rounded
language learning experience for students.

Scheduling the Time

The frequency and duration of language practice and usage in a classroom setting depend on various

factors, including the curriculum you choose to follow,
instructional goals, and available class time. Here are some
general guidelines to consider:

1.

2.

Regular practice: It is recommended to incorporate
language practice into each class session. This can
include activities like listening exercises, speaking
practice, reading comprehension, and writing tasks.
Consistent practice helps students reinforce their
language skills and develop fluency.

Active participation: Encourage students to actively
participate in class discussions, group activities, and
pair work. This provides them with opportunities to

————————————
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use the language in a meaningful context and engage in real-life communication. Aim for a
balance between teacher-led instruction and student-centered activities that promote active
language usage.

Homework and independent study: Assigning regular homework or independent study tasks
allows students to practice the language outside of the classroom. Assignments may include
vocabulary exercises, writing assignments, listening activities, or online language practice.
Encourage students to allocate dedicated time for independent study to reinforce what they
have learned in class.

Integration across subjects: Whenever possible, encourage the integration of language
learning into other subject areas. For example, students can practice language skills while
learning about history, science, or literature. This interdisciplinary approach provides
additional opportunities for language practice and enhances students' understanding of
various topics.

Language immersion activities: Periodically incorporate language immersion activities into the
classroom, such as role-plays, simulations, or cultural projects. These activities provide
students with immersive experiences where they can apply their language skills in authentic
contexts. They help students develop confidence, improve fluency, and gain a deeper
understanding of the target language and culture.

Varied duration: The duration of language practice within a classroom can vary depending on
the activity and the available class time. Shorter activities may range from a few minutes to
15-20 minutes, while longer activities, such as presentations or extended discussions, can
span a full class period. Strive for a balance between shorter and longer activities to maintain
student engagement and optimize learning outcomes.

It'simportantto note that the frequency and duration of language practice may
also depend on the proficiency level of the students, the complexity of the
language, and the overall learning objectives of the course. As an educator, you
can adapt and adjust the practice and usage based on the specific needs and
progress of your students.
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Spaced Repetition Sequencing (SRS)

Spaced repetition sequencingis a technique that helps you remember information more effectively
by spacing out your practice sessions over time. It's like having a smart schedule for reviewing
flashcards or studying material. Here's a simple explanation of how it works:

1.

Start with Flashcards: Imagine
you have a set of flashcards with
information you want to learn,
such as vocabulary words or
facts. Each flashcard has a
guestion or prompt on one side
and the answer on the other
side.

Review and Test Yourself: Begin
by reviewing the flashcards and
trying to recall the answers or
information from memory. As
you go through the cards, take
note of which ones you
answered correctly and which
ones you struggled with.

Sort Flashcards by Difficulty:

Based on your performance, divide the flashcards into different piles or categories. For
example, you can have an easy, moderate, and difficult pile. The difficulty level depends on
how well you remember the information on each flashcard.

Focus on the Difficult Ones: Start your practice session by focusing on the difficult
flashcards—the ones you had trouble remembering. Spend more time on these cards,
reviewing them and testing your memory.

Introduce New Flashcards: Once you feel more comfortable with the difficult flashcards,
introduce a few new ones from the moderate difficulty pile. Study these new cards and test
yourself to see how well you remember the information.

Repeat and Review: Repeat this process, gradually including more difficult flashcards and
continually reviewing the ones you have already learned. The goal is to reinforce your
memory of the information and keep it fresh in your mind.

Adjust Review Intervals: As you progress, pay attention to how well you remember each
flashcard. If you answer a card correctly without much effort, you can review it less frequently
in the future. For more challenging cards, you may want to review them more often. This
way, you optimize your study time and focus on the areas that need the most attention.

Stick to a Regular Review Schedule: It's important to schedule regular review sessions to
ensure you revisit the flashcards at appropriate intervals. Consistency is key in spaced
repetition sequencing. You can use flashcard apps or tools that incorporate spaced repetition
algorithms to help you manage and schedule your review sessions effectively.
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By spacing out your practice sessions and focusing on the cards you find difficult, spaced repetition
sequencing helps you reinforce your memory and retain information more effectively. It'sa smart way
to optimize your study time and improve your learning outcomes.

Spaced repetition sequencing is a powerful technique that can enhance language learning through
effective flashcard usage. Here's a step-by-step guide on how to use spaced repetition sequencing
with language flashcards:

1. Create or Gather Flashcards: Start by creating or gatheringa set of language flashcards. These
flashcards should consist of words, phrases, or sentences in the target language that you
want to learn and practice. Write the target language on one side of the flashcard and the
translation or definition on the other side.

2. Sort Flashcards by Difficulty: Divide your flashcards into different difficulty levels based on
your familiarity with the content. You can categorize them as easy, moderate, and difficult or
use any other system that works for you.

3. Start with Easy Flashcards: Begin your flashcard practice session by focusing on the easy
flashcards. Review these cards and try to recall the target language translation or meaning. If
you remember the information correctly, set the flashcard aside. If you struggle or make
errors, keep the flashcard in the active pile for further practice.

4. Introduce New Flashcards: After reviewing the easy
flashcards, introduce a few new flashcards from the moderate
difficulty level. Study these cards, testing your recall and
understanding of the target language content. Keep the ones you
answer correctly aside and place the ones you need more
practice with back in the active pile.

5. Repeat andReview: As you progress through your flashcards,
continue the cycle of introducing new flashcards and reviewing
previously learned ones. Gradually move on to the difficult
flashcards, challenging yourself to recall and understand the
target language content.

6. Determine Time Intervals: Spaced repetition relies on timing
theintervals between reviewing flashcards. After each review
session, note the flashcards you answered correctly and those that required more practice.
Set specific time intervals for future reviews based on the difficulty level of each flashcard.
For example, easy cards may be reviewed every few days, while difficult cards may be
reviewed weekly or biweekly.

7. Regularly Review Flashcards: Consistency is key to successful spaced repetition sequencing.
Schedule regular review sessions, ensuring that you adhere to the defined time intervals for
each flashcard category. Use dedicated flashcard apps or platforms that incorporate spaced
repetition algorithms to automate the scheduling process.

8. Adjust Intervals as Needed: As you progress in your language learning journey, you may find
that certain flashcards become easier and require less frequent review, while others remain
challenging and need more practice. Adjust the time intervals accordingly to optimize your
learning process.
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By implementing spaced repetition sequencing with your language flashcards, you can optimize your
study time, reinforce memory retention, and strengthen your language skills over time. Remember
to stay consistent, actively engage with the flashcards, and adapt the intervals based on your
progress. With regular practice and review, you'll experience the benefits of spaced repetition and
make significant strides in your language learning journey.

The South East Queensland Indigenous Language Centre

Indigenous Language Centres

The Australian Federal Government funded twenty-two Indigenous Languages Centres across the
country, of which the

South East Queensland

Indigenous Language -

Centreis one. The
Indigenous Language
Centres funded by the
Australian Federal
Government have arich
history, and play vital
roles in preserving,
revitalising, and
promoting Indigenous
languages and cultures.

History: The
establishment of
Indigenous Language
Centres in Australia is a
response to the
historical and ongoing
impact of colonization
on Indigenous
languages. During
colonization, many
Indigenous languages
were suppressed or lost,
threatening the cultural identity and heritage of Indigenous communities. Recognizing the
importance of language preservation, the Australian Federal Government began funding Language
Centres to support Indigenous language revitalization efforts.

Purpose: The primary purpose of Indigenous Language Centres is to ensure the survival and revival
of Indigenous languages. They aim to empower Indigenous communities to reclaim, maintain, and
pass on their languages to future generations. These centers acknowledge the fundamental role of
language in cultural identity, social cohesion, and overall well-being of Indigenous peoples. They

B
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work towards fostering pride in language and culture, promotingintergenerational transmission, and
supporting language use in various domains of life.

Role:

1. Llanguage Documentation: Indigenous Language Centres undertake extensive language
documentation by recording, transcribing, and archiving Indigenous languages. They work
closely with Indigenous speakers, linguists, and communities to create comprehensive
language resources, including dictionaries, grammars, and language materials.

2. Language Revitalization: These centres actively engage in language revitalization initiatives,
employing a range of strategies such as language teaching, curriculum development, and
community language programs. They work closely with communities to develop language
materials, conduct language workshops, and facilitate language learning opportunities.

3. Capacity Building: Indigenous Language Centres prioritize the development of Indigenous
language workers and educators. They offer training, workshops, and mentorship programs
to empower community members in language-related fields. This capacity building
strengthens community ownership and involvement in language preservation efforts.

4, Community Engagement: These centers serve as important hubs for community
engagement, fostering connections and collaboration among Indigenous language speakers,
community members, educators, researchers, and organizations. They organize cultural
events, language camps, and community projects to promote language use and cultural
activities.

5. Advocacy and Policy Development: Indigenous Language Centres play a crucial role in
advocating forthe recognition and support of Indigenous languages at a national level. They
contribute to policy discussions, provide expertise on language matters, and work towards
securing resources and funding for Indigenous language programs.

6. Collaboration and Partnerships: These centres collaborate with other language
organizations, educational institutions, and government agencies to strengthen language
revitalization efforts. They engage inresearch partnerships, share resources, and collaborate
on initiatives that support the broader Indigenous language community.

Indigenous Language Centres funded by the Australian Federal Government are
dedicated to the preservation, revitalization, and promotion of Indigenous
languages and cultures. They work closely with Indigenous communities, linguists,
and stakeholders to document languages, revitalize language use, build
community capacity, engage in advocacy, and foster collaboration. These centers
play a crucial role in ensuring the survival and thriving of Indigenous languages,
thereby enriching the cultural fabric of Australia.

Languages & Resources

15



The South East Queensland Indigenous Language Centre covers an area in excess of 100°000 sq/km
stretching from the QLD/NSW border in the south to Harvey Bay in the north, out to the Charleville
area of Western Queensland. The languages we service include:

YUGAMBEH
JANDAI/NUNUKUL
YUGGERA-UGARAPUL
*  TURRUBUL

WAKKA WAKKA
*  KaBI KABI
JINIBARA

BIDJARA
GUNGGARI

Language Word Activations

Let’s learn Gunggari

Yowallah

Start small then go big! Our language activations begin with just three words, from there you can
grow:

M 3 Word Activation

M 5 Word Activation

M 10 Word Activation
M 42 Core Word Activation
M 5 Basic Phrase Activation
M 10 Basic Phase Activation

16



Maths and Aboriginal Languages: An Example

A lot of Aboriginal languages use numbers differently to English speakers. By introducing the concept
of different numericsystems, you can create lessons that teach practical language, such as counting,
as well as mathematical theory. A commonly used numeral system in Aboriginal is called Quinary.

A quinary numeral system is like a special way of counting that uses only five numbers: 0, 1, 2, 3, and
4. 1t's a bit different from what we're used to in our regular counting (decimal system) that uses ten
numbers from 0 to 9.

Apart from quinary and decimal systems, there are other interesting
numeral systems used around the world:

Binary: It's a system that only uses two numbers, 0 and 1, and is used in
computers and digital technology.

;mm“f s Vigesimal: It's a system that uses twenty numbers, like our regular
counting, butalso includes additional symbols. It was used by some ancient
civilizations, like the Maya.

L]

Different numeral systems are used for different purposes, and each has its
own unique features. It’s fascinating to see how different cultures and
fields of study have developed their own ways of counting and
representing numbers!

English and Aboriginal Languages: An Insight

Aboriginal Australian languages differ from English in several ways, and learning about them can
enhance your student’s understanding of English in various aspects. Here's how:

17



Linguistic Diversity: Aboriginal
Australian languages exhibit a
remarkable diversity in their
grammatical structures, phonetics,
and vocabulary. By exploring these
languages, learners can gain
insights into alternative ways of
expressing ideas and
communicating. This exposure to
linguistic diversity broadens their
perspective and understanding of
language as a whole, including the
flexibility and adaptability of
human communication.

Cultural Perspective: Aboriginal
Australian languages are deeply
intertwined with the cultures,
traditions, and perspectives of Indigenous communities. Learning about these languages
provides a window into the unique worldviews, histories, and ways of life of Australia's First
Nations peoples. This cultural perspective enriches one's understanding of language as a
carrier of cultural knowledge and heritage.

Vocabulary Enrichment: Aboriginal Australian languages often have rich vocabularies,
particularly in areas related to the natural environment, animals, and traditional practices.
Exploring these languages exposes learners to a wealth of descriptive terms and nuanced
expressions that may not exist in English. This expanded vocabulary can enhance their ability
to express themselves more precisely and vividly in English as well.

Grammar and Syntax: Aboriginal languages possess distinct grammatical features and
structures that differ from English. By studying these languages, learners can develop a
deeper understanding of alternative ways of organizing words, phrases, and sentences. This
knowledge can sharpen their analytical skills and promote a more comprehensive grasp of
grammar and syntax in both Aboriginal languages and English.

Intercultural Connections: Learning about Aboriginal Australian languages fosters intercultural
connections and promotes dialogue between different language communities. It encourages
mutual respect, appreciation, and collaboration among speakers of diverse languages,
including English. This intercultural exchange can lead to increased empathy, cross-cultural
understanding, and the development of harmonious relationships.

Historical and Social Awareness: Exploring Aboriginal Australian languages sheds light on the
historical context and challenges faced by Indigenous communities, including the impact of
colonization and efforts towards language revitalization. This knowledge fosters a more
inclusive and comprehensive understanding of Australia's history and social dynamics,
allowing learners to engage with Indigenous issues and contribute to reconciliation efforts.

By engaging with Aboriginal Australian languages, learners can develop a
broader and deeper understanding of language, culture, and society. This
enhanced understanding extends beyond the specific languages themselves and
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can positively influence their comprehension and appreciation of English, as well
as their interactions with diverse linguistic and cultural communities.

Social Sciences and Aboriginal Languages: The Importance to All

The importance of Aboriginal Australian culture and language extends beyond the borders of
Australia and holds significance in the fields of humanities, social sciences, and everyday politics.
Here's an overview of their importance:

1. Humanities: Aboriginal Australian culture and language provide valuable insights into the
history, art, literature, philosophy, and spirituality of Indigenous communities. Studying
Aboriginal cultures enriches the humanities by showcasing alternative perspectives, diverse
storytelling traditions, and unique forms of artistic expression. It challenges conventional
narratives and encourages a more inclusive approach to understanding human experiences
and identities.

2. Social Sciences: The stu dy of Aboriginal Australian culture and language contributes to
various social science disciplines, such as anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies. It
provides opportunities to examine social structures, kinship systems, community dynamics,
and the impacts of colonization. Understanding Aboriginal social systems enhances our
knowledge of human societies, fostering cross-cultural understanding and challenging
ethnocentric perspectives.

3. Everyday Politics: The significance of Aboriginal Australian culture and language in everyday
politics cannot be overstated. It intersects with issues of social justice, human rights, identity,
and self-determination. Recognizing and respecting Aboriginal cultures and languages is a
crucial aspect of promoting equality, addressing historical injustices, and fostering
reconciliation. It requires active engagement with Indigenous communities, listening to their
voices, and supporting their rights and aspirations.

4. Cultural Diversity: Aboriginal Australian culture and language represent a vibrant and unique
aspect of global cultural diversity. Appreciating and valuing this diversity contributes to the
broaderunderstanding of human cultural heritage. It highlights the importance of preserving
and revitalizing endangered languages and supports efforts to maintain the richness of
Indigenous knowledge systems, ecological practices, and sustainable lifestyles.

5. Global Indigenous Perspectives: Aboriginal Australian cultures and languages serve as a
window into the experiences of Indigenous peoples
worldwide. The challenges faced by Aboriginal
communities, such as land rights, health disparities, and
cultural preservation, resonate with similar struggles faced
by Indigenous populations in other parts of the world.
Learning from Aboriginal cultures informs global
conversations on indigenous rights, indigenous
knowledge, and sustainable development.

In summary, understanding and appreciating Aboriginal
Australian culture and language hold immense value in the
i fields of humanities, social sciences, and everyday politics.
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They contribute to the promotion of cultural diversity, challenge dominant narratives, foster cross-
cultural understanding, and address social justice issues.

Recognizing the importance of Aboriginal cultures and languages is essential not
only for Australians but also for non-Australians who seek to engage with broader
global perspectives, promote inclusivity, and contribute to a more equitable
world.

Science and Aboriginal Language: The Connection
The connection and relevance of Aboriginal languages to the study of sciences in school are

significant and can enhance students' understanding and appreciation of scientific concepts. Here's
why Aboriginal languages are relevant to the study of sciences:

1. Traditional Ecological Knowledge: Aboriginal languages often contain a wealth of knowledge
about the naturalenvironment, including local ecosystems, plants, animals, weather patterns,
and land management practices. By incorporating Aboriginal languages into science
education, students can access traditional ecological knowledge that has been passed down
through generations. This knowledge can provide unique insights and alternative perspectives
on ecological systems and their interconnections.

2. Indigenous Classification Systems: Aboriginal languages often have their own classification
systems for categorizing plants, animals, and other natural phenomena. These systems are
based on intricate observations of the
environment and often differ from the scientific
classification systems used in mainstream
science education. Learning about Indigenous
classification systems can broaden students'
understanding of different ways of organizing
and perceiving the natural world.

3. Cultural Connections: Aboriginal languages are
deeply intertwined with the cultural and spiritual
traditions of Indigenous communities. By
incorporating Aboriginal languages in science
education, students can develop a deeper
appreciation for the cultural connections to the
land, animals, and natural resources. This
holistic approach fosters a more comprehensive
understanding of environmental stewardship, i
sustainability, and the interconnectedness of all living things.

4. language Revitalization and Preservation: Incorporating Aboriginal languages in science
education contributes to the revitalization and preservation of these endangered languages.
By actively using and learning Aboriginal languages in scientific contexts, students contribute
to the preservation of linguistic diversity and cultural heritage. This promotes inclusivity,
respect for Indigenous knowledge systems, and recognition of the importance of linguistic
and cultural diversity in scientific research and education.

5. Community Engagement and Collaboration: Integrating Aboriginal languages in science
education provides opportunities for collaboration with Indigenous communities and
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knowledge holders. Involving community members in the classroom can enhance students'
learning experiences by providing firsthand experiences, cultural perspectives, and
mentorship. This collaborative approach acknowledges the expertise and contributions of
Indigenous communities in the study and conservation of local environments.

By incorporating Aboriginal languages into the study of sciences, students gain a
broader perspective on ecological systems, cultural connections, and Indigenous
knowledge. This enriches their understanding of scientific concepts, promotes
cultural appreciation and respect, and fosters engagement with local
communities and the environment. It also supports reconciliation efforts by
recognizing the importance of Indigenous languages and knowledge in
contemporary scientific education.
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